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The five subsets of the GED®
exam are more difficult to
pass than many people might
expect. One of us failed the
GED® by one point when
taking it the first time. Now
that’s pain! A lesson learned
is not to take the exam
cold turkey. Get ready by
becoming familiar with the
parts of the exam and the
procedures.

You might consider getting a practice book, and should think about
whether you want a used one (that might have someone else’s
answers filled in already) or a new one. When selecting a practice
book, ask a trusted friend or ally who has taken the test and which
one they used to get ready. GED® books can be purchased at most
major bookstores or on-line. Shop around and compare prices.
Examine how the books are designed, the visuals and which one
might help you study according to your own learning style. And don’t
forget that people have made a business out of selling guides and are
selling guides to make money. There are no shortcuts, no magic ways
of getting a strong score. You are going to have to put in the work.
A GED® practice book can help you get ready for the types of
questions on the test, and get you ready to sit for a long time to
actually take the test. The long hours of actually taking the test can
get to you if you haven’t been in a classroom in a while. Don’t waste
your own time by not being prepared and being familiar with the
kinds of questions that the test will use. If you are spending your
time trying to decode what the test is asking, but could have learned
that from doing the practice tests, that is not a good use of your testtaking time.
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Many are surprised by the intensity of writing on the exam. There is a
great deal of writing in which you are expressing ideas and analyzing
concepts. On the English portion, you may need to develop and
argument and write persuasively, such as having to analyze the role
of technology in our society, what it is today, and what it will be in the
future. Be sure that you show up for the exam well-rested, and not
hungry, high, or hung-over. You want to be at your best so that you can
think clearly and quickly, and communicate ideas in writing.
Reading comprehension—being able to read a passage, understand what
it is saying, make connections to other ideas, draw conclusions, and
share all of this in writing—is perhaps the most important component of
the GED®. You will use reading comprehension skills in
all of the subsets, not just English, so it is worth spending
time before the test brushing up on your reading. People
are surprised by how much reading comprehension is
fail one
needed for the science portion of the exam.

If you
of the
subsets, you can
retake it.

The math portion of the exam also requires a lot of
reading of word problems. Another key piece of advice is
to practice with a GED® calculator, but remember that on
half of the test you can use the calculator, and the other half of the math
portion, you cannot use a calculator.
It is important that you understand that even though the GED® is a test
of different subjects, how you are tested is by reading and responding.
Remember that you will be reading and thinking for the entirety of the
exam, so you should exercise your reading, writing, and thinking muscles
before your test date.

If you fail one of the subsets, you can retake it, but it is usually
recommended that you retake all of the sections of the exam so that you
can try to get the highest combined score. That score is something that
is requested on college admissions forms, and sometimes by prospective
employers.
When you get your exam results, whether you passed or failed some
sections, sit with a trusted friend or ally and talk through the exam. Any
score can be built upon, but only if you have a sense of where you need
to grow; not just where your score can grow, but what you need to work
on to be more prepared next time. Before you retake the exam, talking
through what you felt and what you thought during the prior exam really
helps to know yourself better as a thinker and reader.
Finally, remember that the difficulty of this exam varies between
different people. When someone you know says the GED® was hard
or easy, don’t just stop there. Ask them what about it was hard or
easy, and think about whether that would be hard or easy for you. You
should expect that the GED® questions will be just at the edges of your
knowing—no matter what, you will need to think to do well on the test.
43

